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Groningen: Europes Next Digital Powerhouse 

As hyperscale campuses multiply, companies need people who can manage complex builds,
embed sustainability into energy-hungry operations, and coordinate expansion across European
markets.

For International Business students, that translates into real opportunities: internships in project
management, sustainable tech operations, and cross-border strategy right on our doorstep.

Music Meets Politics

Big tech has found its new home base right here. Groningen and Eemshaven are drawing billions
in investment from Google, which has poured more than €3.7 billion into Dutch digital
infrastructure, alongside QTS's expanding data centre campuses. Add the newly confirmed Dutch
AI factory, a 200-million-euro supercomputer and centre of expertise landing at Zernike Campus,
and our region is fast becoming a genuine European tech stronghold.

Europes Next Digital
Powerhouse

What Does This Mean For You?







3New IBS-U Sponsor: 
Eetcafé Stadtlander
We are excited to introduce Eetcafé Stadtlander as one of IBS-U’s new sponsors! Located in the
heart of Groningen at Poelestraat 35, Stadtlander has been a familiar name in the city since
1977. For almost 50 years, it has been a place where students, locals, and visitors can come
together for good food, drinks, and a relaxed atmosphere.

Whether you are looking for a place to grab dinner after a long day of lectures, catch up with
friends over drinks, or start your evening in the city, Stadtlander offers something for everyone.
Their menu includes fresh and flavourful dishes, with their famous spareribs being one of their
signature favourites. They also offer a wide selection of drinks, including 9 beers on tap, wines,
and a variety of cocktails.

A Special Offer for IBS-U Students

One of the highlights for students is Stadtlander’s 1+1 cocktail promotion. From Sunday to
Wednesday between 20:00 and 23:00, you can get your second cocktail for free. It is a great
opportunity to meet up with friends, enjoy a drink after studying, and make the most of your
evening in Groningen.
Beyond the food and drinks, Stadtlander focuses on what they describe as “Gewoon Goed” —
good quality without unnecessary fuss. Their goal is to create a warm and welcoming place
where guests feel at home, whether they are stopping by for a quick drink or staying for dinner.

So next time you are heading into the city, bring your friends and stop by Eetcafé Stadtlander.
With its central location, welcoming atmosphere, great food, and student-friendly cocktail deal, it
is a great place to unwind and enjoy Groningen together.
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Ed Sheeran and Macklemore: Music
Meets Politics
One of the recent controversies in the music industry involves Ed Sheeran and Macklemore, after
Macklemore publicly called for “Free Palestine” during a performance on Sheeran’s U.S. tour.
Following the comments, Macklemore was removed from the remaining dates of the tour after
several venues reportedly said they would not host concerts with him on the lineup.

The decision quickly created further controversy. Sheeran said that removing Macklemore was not
his decision and that the situation involved the tour’s promoters and venues. Several other
supporting artists subsequently withdrew from Sheeran’s U.S. tour in solidarity with Macklemore.

Why the Controversy Matters
The situation goes beyond the two artists and raises questions about freedom of expression,
business interests, and the influence of venues and sponsors. A concert tour involves many
stakeholders, meaning that a political statement by one artist can have consequences for
promoters, venues, artists, audiences, and commercial partners.

For business students, the controversy is an interesting example of how politics and business can
become closely connected. Companies and organizations must consider their commercial
relationships and reputation, while artists increasingly use their platforms to express political and
social views.

The debate continued when Sheeran addressed the issue at a later concert, describing the situation
in Gaza as “catastrophic and unjustifiable” and apologizing for mistakes in how he had handled the
controversy. Meanwhile, Macklemore has announced a new “Free Palestine” tour, with proceeds
intended to support humanitarian organizations working with Palestinians.
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Second Hand; First Choice: The Rise
of Recommerce
Vinted and Marktplaats are not niche marketplaces anymore. They are becoming the default
shopping habit for millions of European consumers, and that shift is rewriting the rules of retail.

Brands built on linear, buy-and-discard models now face real pressure. Reverse logistics, dynamic
resale pricing, and circular business design have moved from nice-to-have to business-critical, as
companies race to meet sustainability targets and keep up with shoppers who expect a second
life for their products.

What the shift means:
This is exactly the kind of challenge Hanze International Business students are trained to solve.
Your coursework in supply chain strategy, sustainable business models, and market analysis
gives you a genuine head start in a field that is only getting bigger.

Careers in circular strategy, sustainable supply chains, and re-commerce integration are opening
up fast. The retail world is being redesigned, and IB graduates are the ones with the blueprint.
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Sustainability Spotlight: SDG
Ambassador Programme
Sustainability is one of the core themes of our programme. While all graduates achieve SDG
Ambassador Stage 3, students can earn Stage 4 by focusing their GPJ on a sustainable topic.
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International Business Student Union | Hanze UAS Groningen

https://www.ibs-u.com/home
@ibsu_official

We are delighted that one of our students has reached this milestone, showcasing both
academic excellence and a commitment to positive societal impact.
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Sustainability Spotlight: Meet the IB
SDG Ambassador, Justin
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